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This booklet contains six tasks that can be completed over the summer break, aim to complete one task each week. This will give you more information about sociology and some of the topics you will study at A-level

Hand this completed booklet in in when you enrol for your A-levels in August 


What is Sociology?

Sociology is the term given to explain the study of society.

soci- meaning society             ology meaning the study of

What is Sociology? 
Sociology is the study of society – in essence, how people are influenced by the world around us. We examine how people are organised into groups according to class, gender and ethnicity and examine how institutions such as the media, workplace and education influence us.
A level Sociology helps you to develop knowledge and understanding sociological theories such as Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism and Postmodernism which help to make sense of society will live in. 
Sociology will help you to think about society in a new and critical light, questioning the status quo and developing a sophisticated understanding of the real issues that affect the society we live in. 

What is involved? 
Sociology is an essay-based subject, so it involves a lot of reading and writing, strengthening your ability to develop an argument both in class and on paper. The subject requires you to debate issues for which there are several different but well-accepted explanations, and to become critical of different viewpoints. By analysing the strengths and limitations of all perspectives studied, you learn not to take things for granted, or to accept assertions at face value!

What background do I need?
· GCSE Sociology is not required to study the subject at A level. However, you will need to have performed well at GCSE in written subjects such as English or History as this help prepare you for the essay writing on the course. 
· You should be interested in reading the news on a daily basis to be able to relate the topics learnt in class to the outside world.
· Above all you need an outward-looking perspective on the world, and you should be prepared to 'walk in another person's shoes'. 

Where can it lead?
Sociology provides an excellent starting point for any social science degrees, for example Psychology, Politics, Criminology and Philosophy. However, many students choose degrees which combine Sociology with another subject such as Sociology & Psychology as the two subjects complement one another. Another popular combined degree is the study of Sociology with Criminology. 

A degree in Sociology can lead to many career options including teaching, research, working for charities, policing, social work, youth work, marketing and business. Any area where you will be required to have good people skills. 
 





OCR is the awarding body for the sociology course at Sunderland 6th Form 

1) Log onto the website www.ocr.org.uk 
2) Click on qualifications- AS and A level 
3) Click on Sociology H580 and download the A level specification (Not the AS Specification) 

How many units (Components) will you study?  ________________________________

Unit 1:
What is the name of the unit?  __________________________________________________

How long is the exam? __________________________

How many marks are available on the exam paper?  ________________________________

What topics will you study in this unit?  (We study youth culture as the option for part B) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Unit 2:
What is the name of the unit?  __________________________________________________

How long is the exam?   ______________________________________________

How many marks are available on the exam paper? ________________________________________________

What topics will you study in this unit?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Unit 3:

What is the name of the unit?  __________________________________________________

How long is the exam?  __________________________________________________

How many marks are available on the exam paper?  _________________________________________________

What topics will you study in this unit?  (We study education as the option for part B) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Week 1: Nature vs. Nurture & Feral Children  
An important topic of enquiry for sociologists is whether we behave in the way in which we do because of our biology or do we learn our behaviour from others around us.   Does a male behave like a male because of his biology or does he learn to become male?   What are your views on this?  Explain why you have made this judgement ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Sociologists examine how we learn our behaviour from the society around us, the family, education, peers, media, religion and workplace being very influential institutions.   

Feral Children 
Feral children are children that are deprived of human contact from an early age, they have not successfully learnt the expected behaviours of a society due to death of parents or neglect. There have some cases of feral children that have been raised by animals and have altered their human behaviours or relied up biological urges as guidance for how to behave. 
Source A: Genie was taken away from her parents aged 13 years after suffering years of neglect. She was malnourished, tiny and incontinent. Her short, dark hair was sparse; her eating habits disgusting; she salivated and spat constantly. She would only glance at you, then look away; she smelled objects by holding them close to her pallid face. Stooped and frail, her gait pigeon-toed, her body was bent at the waist; her shoulders hunched forward, her hands held up before her like a rabbit or a comic zombie returned from the dead. She could only make strange sounds in her throat; language was beyond her … She spat continually, wiping the spit and mucus onto herself. She stank as the spit seeped into her clothes, glistening on her body, her hair. Her eating habits were revolting. As a result of being fed so quickly while tied to her chair, Genie had never properly learnt to chew. So instead she would just store the food in her mouth, waiting for the saliva to break it down, often spitting out the resulting un-masticated goo onto her plate or the table, mushing it up with her fingers. Sometimes she would spit the food out generously, but unwanted, on to someone else’s plate.
She had yet to develop a sense of property. She took people’s things willfully, pulling on their clothes, invading their space. She would go up to them, getting very close, making eye contact and pointing at the thing of theirs that she wanted, demanding possession. On occasion, she would walk up to strangers and charmingly or embarrassingly link arms with them suddenly, ready to stroll on together. 
Yet most importantly, Genie had not learnt language. She was a child buried in silence – silently watching, silently scared, and silently crying. Even her wild temper tantrums – when she would flail manically, scratching, striking, tearing at herself and smearing her face and hair with her own mucus – were silent …  With intensive help, Genie gradually acquired speech. She … ‘mastered the essential facets of language: she could produce novel sentences, play with words, listen, take turns in conversation, speak spontaneously, and refer to people or events
Displaced in time …’ despite help from psychologists, Genie remained subject to anti-social behaviour and terrible temper tantrums. At present she lives in a private adult care home, where no doubt she will always remain.

Source B: They were girls. Many unwanted children, particularly girls, were reputed to be exposed by the tribes in the forests around Midnapore. The elder was about eight years old and the younger only about a year and a half. They named the elder Kamala and the younger Amala. The Reverend Singh and his wife washed the sores, and fed them on milk. The girls permitted the care but remained detached, indifferent; taking nourishment but forging no connection, true to their wild selves … They were aloof and shy of others, particularly hating contact with the other children. They did befriend one other baby at the orphanage, while he was still crawling like themselves. Yet one day, without warning, they suddenly turned and attacked, biting and scratching him hard.
From then on, the two girls refused to have anything to do with the little child. Singh speculated as to what had motivated the attack: ‘It is presumed that when they found some difference and understood that he was quite different from them, then they commenced to dislike him. After this when they fully came to know that he was not one of them, then they fought with him, which frightened him so much that he left their company altogether and never approached them afterwards.’

The girls lived within themselves, choosing only each other for companion, shunning human society, and longing to return to the jungle from which they had been dragged. Strange physical changes had occurred to them during their life in the woods: their jawbones had altered shape, the canine teeth lengthened, and their eyes in the dark had the peculiar blue glare of cats or dogs. Their night vision was preternaturally acute, as was their sense of smell; also, they could hear the minutest sounds at astonishing distances. They ate, drank and walked like dogs, lapping at their bowls of water and milk, running on all fours. Even when sleeping they were ‘like little pigs or dog pups’, the two of them lying together and overlapping each other for warmth and comfort. They liked the dark, and loved to wander the orphanage compound after nightfall. At sunrise they whined to go inside and shelter from the sun. They had become nocturnal animals, fearless of the dark. They had no sense of humour, no sadness or curiosity or connection to others. They never laughed, and Kamala shed tears only once – on 21 September 1921, when Amala, her little companion, died …

Singh and his wife pressed on with Kamala’s reclamation. They taught her, as best they could, to move, eat, play like any other child. In all her actions, Kamala, although a full-grown child, behaved like a one-and-a-half-year-old baby. She learnt slowly, but nonetheless progress was made. She began to feel the ordinary human fear of the dark, and on night-time walks would now look furtively about her, keeping close to her foster-parents. If the Singhs were present, she would now go to urinate in the bathroom; if left alone, she would pass water wherever she was, as she had done since first being discovered in the woods. Above all, although still silent, she began to understand words, sometimes showing by a gesture that she had taken in what was said. Then she too began to utter a word or two: ‘Hoo’ for yes, and ‘Bha’ for ‘Bhat’ which, in Bengali means ‘rice’, and ‘Bhal’ meaning ‘all right’. There were other words too: Kamala was picking up language.
For eight years Kamala grew up in the orphanage, cared for, slowly learning the rudiments of human behaviour; but like most Indian wolf-children, she was not destined to live long. In 1928, her health mysteriously broke down … and she died. 
Source: Mary Evans Picture Library

1) Give one example from items A & another from B to show that behaviour is learnt and not biological  
(Source A) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Source B) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Week 2: Sociological Perspectives
In order to understand and explain human behaviour, you need to start to familiarise yourself with the different approaches that are used by sociologists. 

There are 4 key perspectives that you need to be able to explain and evaluate in year 1, these include  
· Marxism
· Functionalism
· Feminism
· Postmodernism  


Marxism
[image: http://www.quotecollection.com/author-images/karl-marx-1.jpg]Karl Marx was one of the founding fathers of Sociology; he created a theory called Marxism. Carry out some research into Marx, e.g. when was he born, when did he die, what country was he born, what were his main beliefs 


Karl Marx 

Born:                                                 Death: 
Country of origin:   
Main beliefs:  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The following key terms relate to Marx`s theory, define each concept, using your OWN words. DO NOT CUT AND PASTE FROM THE INTERNET!!! 

Capitalism ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Communism ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Proletariat ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bourgeoisie ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






Functionalism

[image: http://burusi.files.wordpress.com/2010/10/emile-durkheim2.jpg]Emile Durkheim was another of the founding fathers of Sociology; he created a theory called Functionalism. Carry out some research into Durkheim, e.g. when was he born, when did he die, what country was he born, what were his main beliefs


Born:                                        Death: 

Country of Origin: 

Main beliefs:  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The following key terms relate to Functionalist theory. Define each concept, using your OWN words. DO NOT CUT AND PASTE FROM THE INTERNET!!!

Consensus ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Anomie  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Organic Analogy  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Meritocracy 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Feminism
Many feminists criticise Marx & Durkheim for ignoring the roles of women in society, they argue that sociology is ‘male stream’ 

What does malestream mean? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Although there are different feminist views, they agree that females are treated unfairly and men are treated more favourably.  Can you give 2 examples of this  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Choose one example and explain how males benefit from the unfair treatment of females ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There 3 main types of feminist theory
Liberal feminism: Liberal feminists argue that changes to the law have resulted in men and women becoming more equal, e.g. equal pay act and sex discrimination acts of the 70s. They argue that it is just a matter of time before men and women become equal.  

Radical feminism: Criticise Liberal feminists for being too optimistic about improvements, they argue differences still exist they are just hidden from the public eye. Radicals argue that institutions such as education, government, media, and workplace are headed by men and they exploit women through their positions of power.  The call this male dominated society patriarchal.  

Marxist feminism 
Marxists criticise other feminist groups for ignoring that working-class women or proletariat women have double disadvantage as they are exploited by capitalism. (You should understand these concepts now, after researching Marxism) The bourgeoisie use women as a cheap source of labour and deny them opportunities to be successful within the world of work. 

Black feminism 
Black feminists criticise other feminist groups for ignoring that ethnic minority women have more disadvantages than white women.   



Postmodernism
Since the 1980s postmodern perspectives have become increasingly influential in sociology. Postmodernists criticise all of the other perspectives as they argue that your gender, ethnicity and social class group no longer influence your behaviour. It is acceptable for women nowadays to be childless and not marry. 

The following key terms relate to Postmodernist theory. Define each concept 

Globalisation
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cultural Hybrid   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Examining sociological perspectives

Having carried out research into the four key perspectives, identify which perspective you think explains behaviour better. Explain why you think this ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________













Week 3: Social class and education.
As part of the course, we are required to look at the education system in Britain today.  One area of focus is the different types of schools that exist.  
Sociologists are particularly concerned with the difference between comprehensive schools (schools that you don’t have to pay to attend) and fee-paying schools as well as looking at the fact that the majority of those students attending fee paying schools come from the highest social class background.
Your task is to pick two different schools, one comprehensive school e.g. Southmoor Academy and one fee paying school e.g. Argyle House. 
Look at the websites of the two different schools.  What differences are there between the schools based on what you can see on the websites?  For example, are there different subjects taught at each of the schools? Do students achieve better results at one school compared to the other? 
You must come up with at least 10 differences, list them in the space below.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week 4: Exploring the impact of age 

Sociologists are interested in the impact that a person’s age can have on their position in society.  
This task requires you to watch a documentary about the elderly in Britain.  It can be accessed by using the following link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MKmpW-4nTI (alternatively you can access the documentary by searching for ‘life at 100’ on youtube.com) 
Whilst watching the programme add details into each box on the next page- information is not in sequential order, you may have to return to earlier boxes and add information at times. Try to use note form/ bullet points to practise note taking skills.

	Identify some of the health concerns of the individuals within the programme








	How do the individuals entertain themselves and keep themselves active?






	What are the positive aspects of growing older than average?
















	What help and support do the individuals use currently or may need in the near future?






Week 5: Gender and equality in the family
In 1973, sociologists Young and Wilmott conducted a piece of research which found that the roles of husband and wife had now become far more equal.  They referred to this as the ‘symmetrical family’. 
They argued that both husband and wife were now likely to have paid jobs as well as equally sharing housework and childcare.  Couples also became more home centred and spent much of their leisure time together.
Your task is to find out if families are symmetrical in society today.  You should create a closed-ended questionnaire containing at least 10 questions and distribute this to as many different households. You will have to use social media and mobile phones to do this.    
You could ask questions such as ‘who does the majority of the cooking in the household?’ or ‘who is responsible for childcare?’  Give tick box options as answers such as Mum, Dad etc …. By asking these questions you should be able to get an insight into whether families appear to by symmetrical or not.  
List a copy of your questionnaire here, include questions and possible answers:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Findings:  Produce an analysis of your data by showing it as a set of statistics. For each question work out what % was given for each possible response and highlight the most and least popular responses.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion: You should write a summary of your findings below explaining whether your own research agrees or disagrees with the ideas of Young and Wilmott. Give specific examples from your research questions to support or contradict Wilmott & Youngs study   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Week 6: Ethnicity and becoming a victim of crime
Ethnicity means belonging to a shared culture or tradition that is often linked to national and/or religious identity.  Sociologists are interested in the way in which a person’s ethnicity can shape their life. 

This particular task focusses on the issue of ethnicity and how your ethnic origin can have an impact when you become a victim of crime.  
Read the following news article which is about the murder of Stephen Lawrence 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-26465916 
Watch the following documentary which is about the murder of Stephen Lawrence. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFGY7URgPd4 (part 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbm83AWMGvo (part 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ns5GsDhDmDQ (part 3) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1oKgYM72UuY (part 4) 
Your task is now to create a timeline which outlines the major events related to the murder of Stephen Lawrence.  You should create your timeline on a separate piece of paper, it can be produced by hand or on the computer.  










[image: C:\Users\3980.SUNDERLAND\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\MFQWHBSA\MC900434389[1].wmf]
On Reflection… 

Having worked through this booklet, do you still see Sociology as a subject that you would like to study?   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Why have you chosen sociology? What are you looking forward to learning more about?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Do you have any concerns?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Further short courses to enhance your knowledge of sociology

The following courses are available online from the Open University – To see all course click on this link - https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue

Courses that relate to sociology are below: 
· Children’s Rights (1 hr course)  
· Engendering citizenship (1 hr course) 
· Fuel Poverty in Scotland (1 hr course)  
· The politics of racial violence in Britain (1 hr course)  
· How arguments are constructed and used in the social sciences (1 hr course) 
· Note taking in relation to social sciences (1 hr course)
· Identity in question (12 hr course)
· Discovering disorder: young people and delinquency (8 hr course) 
· What do we mean by family? (4 hours)  
· Modern Slavery (15 hours)  
Once you have completed these courses, make sure you download your free statement of completion and also add them onto your CV.  If you are going to apply to University, you will need to start to collect evidence of any extra-curricular activities you do outside of your studies and courses like these look great on your application. 

Also have  a look on the Future Learn website, as there are a range of suitable courses on there - https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/collections/futurelearn-schools 















Reading list      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
There are some copies of these in the learning centre; however, you would benefit from buying your own copy and reading ahead in preparation for September  
[image: ][image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51pG3u70czL._SX383_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]

You will also find the revision guide useful  
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