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Your Name: 								

Welcome! If you would like to explore Law either in anticipation of studying Law in Autumn, or just for fun, then this is one place to start… 

There are a variety of tasks for you to have a go at and explore some of the key ideas and aspects of law that we will explore during the next couple of years. 

You can submit this by email, or bring it with you in the autumn term for a little Law Prize! I will be on email if you would like to ask any further questions, or links aren’t working. 

You will also find, at the end, a suggested ‘watch list’ of documentaries and films which are relevant to law (and some that are just great fun!) 
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Task One: Reflection on Sentencing

Why do prisoners only serve half their term? (bbc.co.uk)

Using a range of the information, produce a summary of the current operation of sentencing in England and Wales in the space below. You may present the information in any format you like, but it must cover the questions below and must not simply be copy and paste. 

	What influences the sentence the judge hands down?
	What type of sentences may a judge hand down?
	Why do most offences offer a range of options?

	How does a judge decide which tariff to hand down for murder?
	When are most offenders released and what happens to them?



Challenge: Why do you think that people are often upset or confused by the sentences handed to offenders?
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Task Two: Supreme Court
What is the UK Supreme Court? (bbc.co.uk)
and watch this documentary available on youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZtYENfNa7k 
Using a range of the information on in the source, complete each of the information boxes below. Remember to include relevant legal terminology accurately used. 


Sum up the kind of cases and decisions that it has made over the last years:
Name and Location:









[image: Image result for supreme court uk]




Make up of the court: What issues do you see
With who is on the court (pros and cons)?
What powers does it have (and what can’t
it do?:








Exploring a Case:
Pick one of the cases which the article or documentary highlights. Summarise the facts, question and decision by the court. End with a critical comment on your view of the case and decision: 






Critical Response:



























[image: ]Task Three: Operation of the Legal System
Sarah Langford: In Your Defence

Langford is a practising defence barrister and wrote this book to highlight some of the key issues within the law that she saw. It is very readable, and uses 11 cases to illustrate different issues within the law. Each chapter begins with the ‘action’ of the case, and then switches to the case and her role and perception of the issues within it. 

Rather than by purchasing the book, you can look inside the book on amazon:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Your-Defence-Stories-Life-Law-ebook/dp/B074MC25S2/ref=sr_1_4?crid=3ARANPAS7XMWN&dchild=1&keywords=the+secret+barrister&qid=1587649692&sprefix=the+secret+barri%2Caps%2C147&sr=8-4
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You are going to read Case 1: Dominic. 

	Particulars of the first offence (what happened):







	Prior Offending history:










	What concerns did Langford have about representing him in the Magistrates Court?






	View of the police:

	What was the judgement of the court on the first offence and why?





	Critical Response: how far do you agree with Langford on the outcome for this first offence?

	Particulars of the second offence (what happened):







	What issues surrounding sentencing and remand are raised in this section?

	What sentence was handed down to Dominic for this first case and why did that cause issues for both Sarah and Dominic?










Critical Thinking: How would you address the issues brought up by this chapter? 





















[image: ]Task Four: Changing and reforming the law
Double Jeopardy
Watch the episode on BBC iPlayer: Catching Britain’s Killers: The Crimes that Changed Us (Episode 2) Warning: there may be details which are upsetting. 

P.S. the other two episodes are excellent as well… take a look! 

1. What issue was raised by the case of Donald Hume? 


2. What were the facts of the case of Julie Hogg?





3. What evidence was there that Dunlop may have been responsible for it?



4. What did the jury decide at the trial and what impact did this have?



5. What was the aim of the double jeopardy law? 




6. What impact did the Stephen Lawrence report (McPherson Inquiry) have on double jeopardy?




7. What further charges did Billy Dunlop face and what was the evidence to support them? What sentence did he receive?



8. How does this case illustrate lobbying by both individuals and MPs/Peers?


9. What other legal principle would be affected by the change to the law on double jeopardy? 



10. Why was Julie Hogg’s mother still apprehensive following the White Paper? 

11. What are the criteria for double jeopardy to be set aside?

12. Explain one of the further cases affected by double jeopardy change. 


[image: ]Task Five: Case Studies
You Be the Judge

Task: go to: http://ybtj.justice.gov.uk/. You will need sound as you are going to work through two cases, completing the questions below as you go. Burglary & Harassment 

Please note: there are other cases you can have a look at, but these two you must complete for this task!

[image: ]Defendant One: Alexander Jackson
What did he do? 


What was the plea?

Which court was it heard in and why?

Who determines sentencing for the defendant?
	











	Relevant information from the police officer:
	Relevant information from the Victim:

	





	



Will the fact that the victims were at home at the time of the break-in affect your sentence?

No

Yes
  Not sure   



Judge’s response:



Do you think the fact that an item of sentimental value was taken is significant?

No

Yes
  Not sure   



Judge’s response:



	Mitigating Factors
	Aggravating factors

	







	



Would a genuine commitment from Alex to come off drugs affect your sentence?

No

Yes
  Not sure   



Judge’s response:




What other circumstances might be relevant in sentencing:





Sentence choices:

1. Prison: 2.5 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community )
2. Prison: 3.5 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community )
3. Prison: 4.5 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community )
4. Prison: 6 years ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community )


I would chose option 		 because…




He was actually given option 		 because…




What is the purpose of sentencing Alex? Link to the aims of sentencing – which do you think was uppermost in the judge’s mind







[image: ]Defendant Two: Chris Williams
What did he do? 


What was the plea?

Which court was it heard in?

 











	What is the relevant evidence from the victim?
	Relevant information from the defendant?

	







	



Will the fact that Mrs Dixon is elderly influence your sentence?

Yes
  Not sure   
No




Judge’s response:




Do you think the fact that Chris was provoked is significant?

Yes
  Not sure   
No




Judge’s response:



	Mitigating Factors
	Aggravating factors

	





	



Will the fact that Chris pleaded guilty from the start affect your sentence?

No

Yes
  Not sure   



Judge’s response:





Sentence choices:

1. Fine: £300
2. Community sentence: 80 hours unpaid work + £100 compensation + £90 costs
3. Community sentence: 200 hours unpaid work + weekly supervision meetings with a probation officer for 2 years
4. Prison: up to 3 months ( ½ in custody + ½ monitored in the community )


I would chose option 		 because…






He was actually given option 		 because…







What is the purpose of sentencing Chris? Link to the aims of sentencing – which do you think was uppermost in the Magistrates’ mind. 












Below are a range of documentaries and legally linked films… 
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	Title
	Origin
	Link (if available)

	Catching Britain’s Killers
	iPlayer (BBC)
	

	The Case of Sally Challen
	iPlayer (BBC)
	


	Crime and Punishment (History of the Law) 
	YouTube
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kn1gdZMLtrk



	The Briefs
	YouTube
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWTcg8Ye6fI



	HARDtalk interview with Lady Hale
	YouTube
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1VozJR_jC8&t=414s



	The Bar
	YouTube
	



	To Kill a Burglar
	YouTube
	



	The Trial: Murder in the Family
	All4
	https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-trial-a-murder-in-the-family




image2.png




image3.png
SARAH LANGFORD

snemron i
= - e

Thoughitel, Powerkl,
clogan .. moing -
heling” Copvaing’

DEFENCE





image4.png
@, In Your Defence: Stories of Lifear X | [f] Alevel &BTECLawTeachers X @, InYour Defence: Stories of Lifea X | + -

< C (@ amazon.co.uk/Your-Defence-Stories-Life-Law-ebook/dp/BO7AMC2552/ref=sr_1_17dchild=18&keywords=Sarah +Langford%3A+In+Your+ Defenceiqid=15876493698sr=8-1 % @ i

= — - - Hello,Signin ewrns T
= amazon . AL~ Sarah Langford: In Your Defence Aocount Lists ~ & Orders  Paime ~

@g:':dyo“” ddress BestSellers PrimeVideo NewReleases Books Help Home& Garden Giftldeas Electronics COVID-19: Delivery, Returns & Safety

KindleStore  Buy AKindle  Kindle Books  Kindle Unlimited  PrimeReading  BestSellers& more  Kindle Singles  Kindle Daily Deals  Free Reading Apps  Newsstand  Accessories  Certified Refurbished

NkSPAONG [QGCING somenSeim irer oo

« Back to results

Look inside ¥ In Your Defence: Stories of Life and Law Kindle Edition Print List Price: £6:89
Kindle Price:  £4.99

by Sarah Langford (Author) | Format: Kindle Edition
Save £5.00 (50%)

includes VAT*
e S .k Akt v 208 ratings Sold by Amazon Media EU S rl.
ety proiny
This price was set by the
Seeall 6 formats and eitions publisher
Compaling’ vt *Unlike print books, digital books are subject to
-~ 3 Audiobook Hardcover Paperback var
000 £30.00 819
e 8 e
po Read with Our Free App  Fres with your Audiletial 1 New from £3000 3 Used from €5.48
5New from £8.19 Add Audible narration to your

purchase for just £7.99

I N Yo U R SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER
Deliver to your Kindle or other device

D E F E N c E *A thoughtful, elegant book. .. often as thrilling as a detective novel. * - Thomas Grant, QC The
Times.
Buy for others

Sarah | anafard is 2 harister Her inh is tn <tand in coiir renrasenting the mad and fhe had the. Give s a gift or purchase for a group.

<Read more Learn more v

> Audible Narration
Length: 298 pages v Word Wise: Enabled Enhanced Typesetting: Enabled Quantity:| 1 v e

In Your Defence: S.





image5.png




image6.jpeg




image7.png
justice. gov.uk 0 -
A

ueensbury Academy Duns

' Dunsta You be the Judge - A guide.

2 Burglary

NAME!
Alexander Jackson
Part 1: Defendant’s pled

AGE: 26

PREVIOUS
CONVICTIONS:

Two for domestic

burglary

[ e T w1 ] ] .
@b





image8.png
You be the Judge - A guide.

CONVICTIONS:

None

00:00 1IN





image9.png
LAWFLIX





image1.png




